	Contact: Lynn Schmoll 

Phone 269.274.5807
Fax 269-344-3030
www.yourguardian.org 
	420 E. Alcott Street
Kalamazoo, MI.  49001

18 W. Michigan Ave

Battle Creek, MI 49017  
	GUARDIAN FINANCE AND ADVOCACY SERVICES


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 16, 2012
Guardian Leader Advances
Martha Morgan, of Guardian Finance and Advocacy Services, agrees that good things come in threes.

Recently she received confirmation that she is now a Certified Personal Finance Counselor.  This designation was the culmination of a four part course offered by the Center for Financial Certifications.  It means that she has acquired the knowledge and skills to provide assistance to clients with establishing personal budgets, evaluating debt loads, setting financial goals, and developing a plan of action.  This is in addition to already strong financial credentials. 
Second, at Guardian she recently assumed additional responsibility, adding oversight of guardianship services.  As Director of Client Services, she now oversees all of the core functions of the nonprofit organization.

Further, she was recently accepted to be in the inaugural class of the ONEplace Nonprofit Leadership Academy.  Over the next six months the class will meet nearly thirty hours and cover a wide range of topics pertinent to nonprofit management, such as financial management, risk management and human resources management.  The program offers ample time also for networking with other nonprofit leaders, raising opportunities for collaboration. 
“It is always satisfying to see good people grow.  The best continually expand their knowledge….they just keep getting better,” said Dave Kirby, CEO of Guardian.  
 “Safeguarding At-Risk Adults,” Guardian Finance and Advocacy has provided trusted service to the people of Kalamazoo and Calhoun Counties for over 45 years.  More information is also available at www.yourguardian.org, or Toll Free 866.344.0688 ext. 453. 
Guardian is a United Way organization.
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CAPTION:  Guardian Finance and Advocacy Services’ Martha Morgan recently was certified as a Personal Finance Counselor, was assigned greater responsibilities at Guardian and was accepted into the ONEplace Nonprofit Leadership Academy. 
